1. (Amended) A method of servicing an inkjet printer printhead comprising 

[the steps of]: 

[providing a wiper mounted for movement with respect to the inkjet printer printhead 
in wiping contact therewith to remove unwanted accumulation from the printhead; 
providing a source of printhead servicing fluid; 

providing another inkjet printhead as a non-contact servicing fluid applicator and 
orienting said applicator to jet servicing fluid in a reproducible quantity onto a surface of the 
printhead of said inkjet printer and the wiper; 

transporting servicing fluid from said source to said applicator;] 

jetting a reproducible quantity of servicing fluid from [said] an inkjet printhead used 
as a servicing fluid applicator through atmosphere onto at least one of the printhead of said 
inkjet printer and [the] a printhead wiper; [and] 

[wiping] contacting the printhead of the inkjet printer [by moving] with the wiper 
during relative movement of the wiper [with respect to] and the printhead [of the inkjet printer] 
to remove unwanted accumulation therefrom; 

[vaporizing said servicing fluid to jet ejectingly said fluid from said applicator 
printhead; and 

said servicing fluid being projected from said applicator printhead onto the printhead 
and said wiper; and]i 

counting drops of servicing fluid ejected from said applicator [head]; and 
controlling the amount of servicing fluid applied to the printhead based on the counted 
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number of drops. 

2. (Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising [the steps of]: 
maintaining [said] a source of servicing fluid in an uncontaminated state by preventing 

contact between said source of servicing fluid and said wiper. 

3. (Twice Amended) A method of [servicing] applying servicing fluid to a 
printhead of an inkjet [printer] printing mechanism comprising [the steps of]: 

[providing a wiper mounted for movement with respect to the printhead to facilitate 
removing unwanted accumulations from the printhead; 
providing a source of printhead servicing fluid; 

providing a non-contact applicator and orienting said applicator to project servicing 
fluid in a reproducible quantity onto a surface of at least one element selected from a group 
consisting of tow elements, the printhead and the wiper through surrounding atmosphere;] 

transporting servicing fluid from [said] a source to [said] a non-contact applicator 
comprising a resilient spring : 

projecting the servicing fluid through [the] atmosphere from said spring onto [said] at 
least one [element] of said printhead and a printhead wiper : and 

wiping the printhead [by moving the wiper with respect to the] during relative 
movement of said wiper and printhead to remove unwanted accumulations from the printhead, 
[said non-contact applicator comprising a spring; and] said servicing fluid being projected by [:] 
deforming said applicator spring[;] and releasing said applicator spring to project servicing 
fluid from said spring onto said printhead by rebound of said spring. 
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4. ^wiee Amended) A system for servicing an inkjet printer having a 
printhead reciprocally moved by a carriage and a wiper positioned to move with respect to the 
printhead in wiping contact therewith to remove unwanted accumulations, comprising: 
a source of printhead servicing fluid; 

a servicing fluid applicator for projecting servicing fluid through [the] atmosphere onto 
at least one of the printhead and wiper; and 

means for transferring servicing fluid from said source of servicing fluid to said 
applicator, wherein said applicator comprises an elastically deformable spring for impelling 
[treatment] servicing fluid toward at least one of the printhead and wiper. 



5. (Twice Amenjied) A [system] method according to claim [4] 15, wherein 

t, second f<>^'^Vua4 

said [applicator] aeg MJior ^pmrflK^ is oriented to project a precisely controllable aniount of 
^ ^ S^\t<ir pt^^fii bSM 

servicing fluid through atmosphere onto a selected area oi^^ie^rii^#tea^»frs a! t d4n i ^ [printer 

and said wiper] ^mfefgroe^aaaMeiin : and [wherein 

said means for transferring servicing fluid includes: 

control means for] counting drops of servicing fluid propelled from said [applicator] . 

Secord t5a>»i4. head ■**^*'*^'^K!i 

^ ' a^iQthCTipjmfee^ to [help] facilitate controlling the amount of servicing fluid applied to ftpe n*OC| 

^ [Inkjet printer] ^^^ife^td *efc^gd^ftfqt?r|CTftnTg^^^ on^^fe*6 ^'i'ted»itm flteef of 

drops. 

6. (Twice Amended) The [system] method of claim [4] 5, wherein said 
[applicator head includes| «iO#Fsi^5Hhmtfit^ is a thermal inkjet head [in fluid communication 
with said source]. 



4 



f 
4 



Cancel claim 7. 



8. (Amended) The system of\ claim 4, wherein said spring is cantilever- 
M*^^^^ mounted [and positioned to throw treatma^^Qto^said at least one element]. 

. 9. (Amended) The system of claim 8, further comprising a transfer wiper for 

placing servicing fluid from said source onto said spring by wiping contact, said transfer wiper 
being positioned to elastically bend said spring away from said [at least one] printhead [and 
wiper element] and then release said spring. 



11. (Amended) A [system] method according to claim [10] 16, wherein said 



li. (Amenaedj A lsy; 

sec or«i ^1 nv- hfiaa 

[cartridg^^l^^^OT is a refillable cartridge 



. • fcl2. (Amended) A [system] method according to claim [10] 11, wherein said 

second pe\fA Kosdl 

•^plie^OT [head] is a thermal fluid jetting printhead. 

A 

13. (Amended) A [system] method according to claim [10] H, wherein said 

second hftQ(| 

'^^tiratOT^;head] is a piezo-electric fluid jetting printhead. 

14. A method of servicing a portion of printhead of an inkjet printer comprising 

the steps of: 

providing a wiper mounted for movement with respect to the printhead in wiping 
contact therewith to remove unwanted accumulation from a portion of the printhead; 
providing a source of printhead servicing fluid; 

providing another inkjet printhead as a non-contact servicing fluid applicator and 
orienting said applicator to jet servicing fluid in a reproducible quantity onto a surface of the 
printhead of said inkjet printer and the wiper; 
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transporting servicing fluid from said source to said applicator; 

jetting servicing fluid from said applicator through atmosphere onto the printhead of 
said Inkjet printer and the wiper; and 

wiping the printhead of the inkjet printer by moving the wiper with respect to the 
printhead to remove unwanted accumulation therefrom; and 

further comprising the steps of: 

vaporizing said servicing fluid to jet ejectingly said fluid from said applicator printhead; 

and 

said servicing fluid being projected from said applicator printhead onto the printhead 
and said wiper. 

15, (New^ A method of servicing a first inkjet printhead comprising: 
using a second printhead to project a reproducible quantity of servicing fluid 

through atmosphere onto said first printhead: and 

wiping said first printhead to remove unwanted accumulation. 

16. (Nev/) The method of claim 15. comprising thermally projecting said 

servicing fluid. 

17. (New) The method of claim 15. comprising piezo-electrically projecting 
said servicing fluid. 

18, (New) A system for servicing a printer having a carriage mounted inkjet 
printhead on a reciprocally movable carriage and a wiper positioned to wipe the carriage 
mounted printhead to remove unwanted accumulations from the printhead. a source of 
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printhead servicing fluid, a non-contact service fluid applicator in fluid communication with 
said source, said non-contact applicator comprising a second Inkjet printhead oriented to eject 
servicing fluid in a reproducible quantity onto a surface of said carriage mounted printhead, 

19. (New") Amethodof servicing a portion of a scanning printhead of an inkjet 
printer which includes a printhead wiper comprising: 

projecting a reproducible quantity of servicing fluid from an applicator pump through 
atmosphere onto at least one of said printhead and said wiper: and 

wiping said printhead by moving said wiper with respect to said printhead to remove 
unwanted accumulations from said printhead. 

20. (New) The method of claim 19. further comprising maintaining a source 
of servicing fluid in an uncontaminated state by preventing contact of said applicator with said 
printhead and said wiper. 

21. (New) A system for servicing a portion of a printhead of an inkjet printer 
having a printhead reciprocally moved by a carriage and a wiper positioned and adapted to 
move with respect to the printhead in wiping contact therewith to remove unwanted 
accumulations from a portion of the printhead. comprising: 

a source of printhead servicing fluid: 

a servicing fluid applicator comprising a pump having an outlet for projecting a 
reproducible quantity of servicing fluid through atmosphere onto at least one of said printhead 
and said wiper; and 

means for transferring servicing fluid from said source of servicing fluid to said 
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